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with unconscious psychologic contents. The same process is repeated
with greater intensity during puberty. The interval of time between
the reawakening of the sexual urge and its direct gratification is
filled with fantasy activity, and thus the endowment of the sexual
instinct with psychologic content is further advanced. In the animal
kingdom, sexual stimulation is connected with the sensory organs,
above all with the sense of smell. (This connection is even more
marked in the maternal instinct of animals and is responsible for the
radical difference between "motherliness," an emotional complex
in women, and "maternal instinct" in animals.) To be sure, in
human beings the sensory organs are likewise an important inter-
mediary between the sexual sphere and the psychic elements, but the
development of fantasy life establishes a relation between sexuality
and the various spiritual functions, especially the emotional life. We
shall see that the character of this relation between the instinct and
the emotional life constitutes one of the essential sex differences
between men and women.

What we have observed directly in the processes of adolescence
again reminds- us that many psychologic phenomena may para-
doxically exert both inhibiting and further influences. The intensi-
fication of the sexual instinct mobilizes counterforces that serve to
resist it.11 The same forces of resistance make important contri-
butions to the development of the ego by simultaneously serving
sublimation. They exert a lasting instinct-inhibiting influence that is
utilized to the advantage of the personality as a whole, so long as it
remains, quantitatively and qualitatively, within normal limits. If
these defence mechanisms become rigid, steadily opposing instinctual
gratifications and other developments, they acquire the character of
an inner resistance that manifests itself in the form of neurotic
symptoms and pathologic personality formation.

The girl's mechanisms of defence against the onslaught of sexuality
are to some extent identical in character with the boy's. The girl
with intellectual interests and a disposition to obsessio.ial neurosis
will strengthen her intellectuality and tendency to objectification
and thus repel the threat of the rising sexuality. She will even use
these qualities as weapons against the outside world when her
increasing feminine charms fire men's lust and place her in real and
immediate danger. We have seen that even the non-intellectual
Dorothy suddenly began to develop an observant objective curiosity
when she found herself in a dangerous milieu.

Connected with woman's  greater passivity and more intense
a A.: Op. cit.